
HOW TO DESIGN 
GREAT 

NEIGHBORHOODS 
FOR ALL AGES







HOW DID WE GET 
HERE?









WHAT ARE THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF 

THIS?



- Lafayette, LA 
Urban3

MUST WORK HARDER TO BE FINANCIALLY 
SUSTAINABLE



INCREASES NEGATIVE IMPACT ON NATURE & FARMS

- Galina Tachieva, DPZ Co.



REDUCES OPPORTUNITY FOR UPWARD MOBILITY



IMPACTS OUR QUALITY OF LIFE





autonomy and the built 
environment
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relatedness and the built 
environment



ñSocial isolation is a growing epidemic ï that thatôs 
increasingly recognize as having dire physical, 
mental, and emotional consequences.ò
- Dhruv Khullar, NY Times, 2016

ñOne out of every two U.S. adults is 
living with a chronic disease, such as 
heart disease, cancer, or diabetes. 
These diseases contribute to disability, 
premature death, and health care 
costs. Increasing peopleôs physical 
activity levels will significantly 
reduce their risk of chronic 
diseases and related risk factors.ò
-Surgeon General, 2015

ά[ƻƴŜƭƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƘǳǊǘ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
associated with reduced productivity in the workplace, worse performance 
in school, and diminished civic engagementΦέ
- Vivek H. Murphy (former Surgeon General), NY Times, 2023

άCǳƭƭ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
human need that research since the 1900s has 
found the.... The magnitude of this effect is 
comparable to that of smoking and exceeds 
those of many other known risk factors of 
mortality, such as obesity or physical inactivity.έ
- National Institute of Health 2016

Chicago Heat Wave, 1995 = 739 heat-related deaths.

Most in neighborhoods with poor community connectivity.
- Eric Klinenberg



Is this about letting our minds wander? About 
purposely NOT pursuing some outlined objective or 
goal? Some of our best ideas come from the 
shower.

- The Secret to Living Longer May be Your Social Life | Susan Pinker
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IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY DESIGN
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LONG COMMUTE
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ȳȆ¯³®¸k» £p «k£«}k ¹s£ g}£¯ki £¡ ^ 
home th is  year  found that  73%  sa id  

buy ing  in  a  good schoo l  d is t r i c t  
¹^¯ ȵt «£®²^¡²ȶ i n  the i r  

¯k^®gsȆ78%  repor ted  that  they  had  
to  make compromises  when they  

«³®gs^¯ki ^ s£³¯kȋȴ

ȳȆpk^²³®k¯  £¯² g£  £¡}» rt¸k¡ ³« 
were  garages (19%) ,  l a rge  back  yards  

(18%) ,  updated  k i tchens  (17%) ,  
bedrooms (17%) ,  and  ou tdoor  l i v ing  

^®k^¯ ȝơƦɰȞȋȴ

Realtor.com Survey ² July 2018

ȳ25% of  home buyers  l i s ted  
schoo l  qua l i t y  and 20% 

l i s ted  prox im i ty  to  schoo ls  
as  dec id ing  fac to rs  in  the i r  

s£ k «³®gs^¯kȋȴ

National Association of REALTORS 2015 

Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers

Realtor.com Survey ² July 2018
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THIS HAS LED TO A SITUATION WHERE



GOOD NEWS!



WE WRITE OUR 
OWN RULES AND 
CRAFT OUR OWN 

FUTURE



ɢThe report looks at growth patterns in 
the 30 largest metropolitan areas and 
provides hard evidence that 
more walkableplacesɞin cities and 
suburbs alikeɞare growing in number 
and are in high demand.°

ɢɨin the 30 largest U.S. metropolitan areas and shows 
that despite occupying less than 1% of land mass  in 
these metro areas, WalkUPs deliver outsized economic 
performance .°

ɢAcross metro areas, 
WalkUPs demand 
commercial rent premiums 
75% higher than drivable 
suburban places.°

MORE FINANCIALLY SUSTAINABLE



LESSEN OUR IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT

- Galina Tachieva, DPZ Co.



PROVIDE MORE HOUSING


